“And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”

Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion
in the Tradition of Taizé
Old North United Methodist Church, Evansville, Indiana
!

About the Community of Taizé
Taizé is a monastic community in southeastern France. It was founded in 1940
with the mission of healing the divisions between Christians and within the human
family and seeks to create a community where reconciliation could become a
concrete reality every day. It is an ecumenical community made up of one hundred
brothers from over twenty different countries.

“Ubi Caritas”
Where charity and love abides, God is there.

Thousands of Christian people from all over the world, young and old, gather at
Taizé every week to pray, to search, to sing, and to find refreshment and renewal.
The worship of Taizé is marked by depth and simplicity, consisting of much
singing along with significant periods of silent meditation and prayer.
“Prayer is a serene force at work within human beings, stirring them up,
transforming them, never allowing them to close their eyes in the face of evil, of
wars, of all that threatens the weak of this world. From it we draw energy to
wage other struggles — to enable our loved ones to survive, to transform the
human condition, to make the earth a place fit to live in.”
—Brother Roger of Taizé

Concluding Blessing and Departure in Peace:
On this Holy Thursday, evening we remember the Last Supper of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ through song, scripture, prayer, silence and Holy Communion.
Tonight’s worship songs are short meditative passages that are repeated several
times. Feel free to sing in harmony with one another so to fill our space with
beautiful sound of praise.
In remembering Christ’s death and resurrection, we invite you to come close to the
cross. Stay for a while to pray and light a candle remembering our Lord’s sacrifice
and steadfast love for us.
Through silence, we quiet our minds and open our hearts to the still small voice of
God.

Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion in the Tradition of Taizé
“Within Our Darkest Night”

Welcome:
Songs: “In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful”

“Laudate Omnes Gentes” Praise the Lord all you nations.

Scripture Reading: John 13:1-17, 31B-35 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus
knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart
of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father
had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up
from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied
around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’
Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter
said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no
share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my
head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is
entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for
this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe,
and had returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call
me Teacher and Lord — and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example
that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you servants are not greater than
their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things,
you are blessed if you do them. Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will
glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and
as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you a
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.

Silence: We will spend about 10 minutes in silence. If you like, you may contemplate the
above text from the Holy Scriptures or the readings below:
The turmoil of our thoughts can be compared to the storm that struck the disciples’ boat on the
Sea of Galilee while Jesus was sleeping. Like them, we may be helpless, full of anxiety, and
incapable of calming ourselves. But Christ is able to come to our help as well. As he rebuked the
wind and the sea and “there was a great calm,” he can also quiet our heart when it is agitated
by fears and worries (Mark 4). Remaining silent, we trust and hope in God. One psalm suggests
that silence is even a form of praise. We are used to reading at the beginning of Psalm 65:
“Praise is due to you, O God.” This translation follows the Greek text, but actually the Hebrew
text printed in most Bibles reads: “Silence is praise to you, O God.” When words and thoughts
come to an end, God is praised in silent wonder and admiration...
Christ says: “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” We need
silence in order to welcome these words and put them into practice. When we are agitated and
restless, we have so many arguments and reasons not to forgive and not to love too easily. But
when we “have calmed and quieted our soul,” these reasons turn out to be quite insignificant.
Maybe we sometimes avoid silence, preferring whatever noise, words or distraction, because
inner peace is a risky thing: it makes us empty and poor, disintegrates bitterness and leads us to
be the gift of ourselves. Silent and poor, our hearts are overwhelmed by the Holy Spirit, filled
with an unconditional love. Silence is a humble yet secure path to loving.

Prayer Around the Cross
Those who feel led may wish to come to the cross to pray and to light a candle in
honor of the one who saves us.
“Stay with Me”

Holy Communion
Communion of the People: “Eat This Bread”

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. Because he inclined his ear
to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live. The snares of death encompassed me; the
pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish. Then I called on the name of the
Lord: “O Lord, I pray, save my life!” What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? I
will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones.
O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. You have loosed my
bonds. I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your
midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord!

Song: “With You, O Lord”

“Nothing Can Trouble”

Intercessory Prayer: Kyrie: Lord Have Mercy
We will sing this response twice and then after each petition from the cantor.

Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Eternal God, whose covenant with us is never broken, we confess that we fail to
fulfill your will. Though you have bound yourself to us, we are not fully bound to
you. In Jesus Christ you serve us freely, but we refuse your love and withhold
ourselves from others. We do not love you fully or love one another as you
command. In your mercy, forgive and cleanse us. Lead us once again to your table
and unite us to Christ, who is the bread of life and the vine from which we grow in
grace. (silent confession) Amen.

Assurance and Forgiveness:
The Peace
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and
the glory forever. Amen
Song
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer”

John 20:19, 21, 26

Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of the Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all. People: And also with you
(Please greet your neighbors with a handshake and the words “The peace of Christ be with
you.”)

Song: “Jesus, Remember Me”

